With a few basic modifications the old

single action is capable of speed and |

accuracy that will compete with just about
any modern revolver, according to Mr. Sixqun

olt single actions have come down through the

years, from the 1847 Walker to the latest flat top
target version, with practically no change in the design
of their mechanism. The main spring was riveted to
the front strap on the Walker and early Dragoons and
screwed to the trigger or front strap on all later ver-
sions of the Colt. Only the Root side hammer showed
any change in basic design of Colt's single action. Of
the early single actions, the Remington .36 and .44
Civil War percussion revolvers, were much stronger,
having a top strap over the cylinder, however removal
of the cylinder was much slower and for this reason
the Colts were the most popular in Civil War days.
Many cavalrymen and others as well, carried extra
cylinders, loaded and capped. Both the caps and the
front ends of cylinders were covered with melted tal-
low so they could withstand a hard rain and remain
waterproof. In action, the cavalryman had only to
knock the wedge out of position, remove the fired cyl-
inder, replace it with a loaded cylinder and he was
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back in business. Many carried two to six extra cylin-
ders as well as a pair of guns, .36 Navy, .44 Army or
the big Dragoons. Later, Calt, Richards and others
converted these percussion Colts to handle metallic
cartridges, both rimfire and centerfire. The S&W single
actions of the Civil War were usually in .32 and .38
rimfire calibers. They did not have the power of the
percussions and were never as widely used.

The hammer, hand, hand spring, bolt and bolt spring
are of the same basic design on the old Walkers and
Dragoons as on our most modern Colt single actions.
They are prone to breakage. | cut my teeth on an old,
hopelessly ruined .36 Navy Colt, but my first good
sixgun was a .36 Navy for which | swapped all my
flints, arrowheads, a good Barlow jack knife, and other
sundries. It accounted for a lot of small game after
| had a good rear sight dovetailed into the rear end
of the barrel and a small blade front sight also dove-
tailed near the muzzle. That old gun would cut clover
leaves at 20 yards from a seated back rest, two hand
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