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The “Pony Express” .22 caliber
single action was made in
limited numbers by a midwest
firm and foday they are rare.
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One of the many guns the
Spanish have copied is the Colt
1873.:This copy is in .44-40,
4-inch barrel and wood grips.
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This is a single action many

never think of, a Reming-
fon New Model 1874 in .44
caliber with a 5V2-inch barrel.
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Starting back in 1836, Col. Sain Colt designed better even than
he knew when he produced the Patterson Colt, then the Walker,
next the Dragoons and later the 1851 Navy, 1860 .44 Army and the
many smaller models, ending with the old Peacemaker .45. These
guns and the later Rugers are the best pointing of any handguns
ever made. They are better for hitting in hip shooting, shooting after
dark or any instinctive fast work with a sixgun, due to the shape and
angle of their grip to frame and barrel.

No gun is any faster to draw and hit with for the first shot than
the Colt and Ruger single actions. For me, at least, they are the fastest
of all guns for quick draw out of a holster or from a belt clip for the
first shot. These guns point naturally if the eyes are focused on the
target and enough practice has been employed. One soon learns to
throw a slug anywhere he wants it at close range.

The single action can be fired effectively with more parts removed
than any other sixgun. It is the favorite where gunsmiths are fewest.
As long as you have a hammer and main spring, hand and hand
spring and a bolt and bolt half of that spring you can fire a single-
action Colt effectively.

John Newman, noted exhibition shooter, had two .45 Colt single
actions converted to pocket-size slip-hammer guns, without even in-
cluding triggers in the mechanism. His mainsprings were made up
from two opposing corset springs. He removed the regular hammer
spurs, replacing them with short, stubby slip spurs. He did very effec-
tive work with his .45 Colts so worked over. He carried the two .45

- 2-inch barrel slip guns in his front pants pockets. When expecting

trouble, he usually had one hand in a pocket, holding one of these
stubby .45s. No smart hold-up artists wanted anything to do with
him. He could make three hits on a can tossed up in the air with
one of those stubby .435s.

No other gun is quite as reliable, day in and day out and year
after'year, as a properly remodeled .45 slip-hammer single action.

I played with slip guns for a couple of years and then found out
it required a hard grip and that you could not do good shooting with
both trigger gun and slip guns. So, with a great many guns to test, I
finally dropped the use of the slip gun. You could get off accurate
shots with it once the proper grip was mastered, the same as the
trigger gun. Still, the two types of gun and technique did not mix.

When the internal parts of a single-action Colt are properly pol-
ished and worked over, it is a very reliable gun and seldom, if ever,
gets out of order. I have covered this work in many articles. The stud
that actuates the bolt should be ground down flat on the hammer until
just enough is left to catch the bolt arm and thus avoid excessive













