By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

PRONGHORNS

continued from last month

In last month’s Gunnotes column,
Elmer’s story ended at the point where he
had just dropped a buck antelope with 16%s-
‘nch horns. The animal dressed out to an es-

mated 135 pounds. After the head and
cape were removed the carcass was packed
out, concluding the hunt.

later claimed to have killed. There could be
no doubt of its being the same buck. His
left horn was twisted and the prong or pad-
dle projected straight out to the left, while
the tip curved in and forward at the top.
He was feeding with only three does in
sight and I then told Charley I was going
to kill that old gentleman, or go home
without an antelope, even if it required the

B Next year C. M. O’Neil came from Min-
nesota for a hunt with me. We were also
experimenting with the .250 Magnum rifle
and developing that cartridge at the time.
We hired young Martiny to pack our light
camp over the top of the Divide to an old
abandoned mine cabin, near a spring in the
timber, while we made the long pull up-
ward from 7,000 feet on foot and hunted
all the way in to camp. For some reason we
saw only three bucks in that long climb
and some 10 miles of travel through the
high basins. The year before, that country
had been full of antelope, with big bands in
every deep gulch containing water, but this
year they were conspicuous by their
absence. Just before dusk, we circled the
south side of the mesa as it was starting to
rain and snow. The wind was cold, and we
were wet with perspiration from our long,
all-day climb upward. We had seen two
bucks but neither worth going after, then
in the timber on the south side of the mesa
I located several antelope. Though Charley
wanted to go on and find camp before
“ark, I stopped and set up the spotting

)pe for a look at the distant antelope.
Imagine my surprise and delight when the
first antelope to come into focus proved the
same old huge crooked-horned buck that
Jess had chased so long the year before and

entire 10 days of the season. Too late to go
after him then, in the driving rain and wet
snow, so we climbed on over the pass and
found our camp where Martiny had left it.
We moved into the pack-rat infested
cabin, whose roof had a huge hole in the
center, cooked and ate supper and rolled
out our beds. We had little sleep, however,
on account of the rats. Next day we
worked back into the pass and set up our
spotting scopes and started searching the
mesa. Soon we located a big band of ante-
lope. Careful scrutiny proved them all does
but one huge old buck. He was my old
friend of the year before and had gathered
up over 20 does for his harem. Soon, three
more big bucks came over the sky line and
continued on page 14

AMERICAN & METRIC
62-PIECE HEAVY DUTY
INDUSTRIAL TOOL CHEST

$28

Before Midnight March 15

Viking Ind. will send to each reader of this publica-
fion, who reads and responds to this program
before midnight March 15, a 62-piece American
and Metric Heavy Duty Industrial tool set and
metal storage chest containing all the basic and
special tools necessary to service and repair
domestic and foreign trucks, tractors, autos, and
all heavy industrial machinery. Consists of: 7
American 3/8 inch drive sockets. (3/8"), (7/16"),
(12", 916", (5/8"), (11/16™), (3/4"). 9 American 1/4
inch drive sockets. (3/16"), (7/32"), (1/4"), (9/32”),
(5116, (11/32™), (3i8™), (7/16™), (1/12"). 9 Metric 3/8
inch drive sockets. (FMM), (10MM), (11MM), (12MM),
(13MM), (14MM), (16MM), (17MM), (19MM). @ Metric
1/4 inch drive sockels. (4.5MM), (5MM), (6MM),
[7MM), (BMM), (FMM), (10MM), (11MM), (12MM). A 3/8
inch fine tooth ratchet with quick release drive
combinationforward and reversible, a 1/4 inch x
3/8 inch adapter, a 3/8 inch drive extension bar 3
inch. A 3/8 inch spark plug socket with oil resistant
insert and speed installation and removal. An
18-piece industrial steel ignition wrench set, com-
plete set of spark plug gap setting gauges for any
type of spark plug. One “{/4-drive” heavy
screwdriver, (1) One large set of feeler gauges, in-
dustrial “Phillips” heavy duty and ‘“regular”
screwdriver, All fools are drop forged alloy steel for
durable heavy duty repair work, and will be ac-
companied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must
perform 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7
handling and crating for each Tool Chest re-
quested, Viking Ind. pays all shipping. Should you
wish to return your tools, you may do so for a full re-
fund. Any letter postmarked later than March 15 will
be returned. LIMIT: Six (6) sets per address, no excep-
fions. Send appropriate sum fogeiher with your
name and address to: Tool Dept. #179DW, Viking
Ind., 6314 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles, CA
90038, or for fastest service from any part of the coun-
iry, call collect before midnight 7 days a week.

CALL COLLECT (213) 462-1914
(Ask exchange operator for)
TOOL DEPT. #179DW
Before midnight, 7 days a week
Have credit card ready

‘When you only get
one chance
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_ Give yourself the POWER ADVANTAGE ... with 104+

Oﬁdeﬂ' ﬁitee‘l‘—'m m+-—$a.uo per 12 oz. wn-SUPER mmm per 1602, ecm
. QGTANE BOOSTGORP by Box 271“3 D GA—S& bailas Tx 75227 .

” Accuracy Got You Over A Barrel?

MCGowen Rifle Barrels
OFFERING:

= Precision barrels, of unmatched quality control, for your present rifle. Accuracy guaranteed to safisfy.
= Convert your sporter into a tack driving varmint gun.

= Custom rifles built to your specifications.

= Any kind of riflesmithing.

« Order the barrel of your choice, or send $1.00 for list

M<Gowen Rifle Barrels Send $1.00 for list. Dept 3GA Rt. 3. St. Anne, Ill. 60964
2 @
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turn to a more favorable position. I had an
excellent prone position, with tight gun
sling, and had about settled down from my
hard climb.

Then, just as it looked as if my dreams
were finally coming true, the wind
changed, the band winded me, and an old
doe barked first, then the buck, and with
their white rumps all flashing, with hair
standing on end, they ran back up the slope
and circled to the right. I slipped back over
the ridge and ran up that steep slope for all
I was worth, in an effort to catch them at
the head of the draw. They soon flashed
around the head of that basin and again
took off in a hard run, Setting the scope up
from 400 to 500 yards, I bedded down for
a shot. Finally the old buck exposed his
chest, and just as I started squeezing th—
trigger the band again took off in a hai
run, around to the right, but not getting"
much farther away. Again I dropped back
out of sight, crossed the draw and worked

continued on page 16
















