NAVY ARMS
FAMOUS QUALITY
CRAFTSMAN KITS

awken

IN PERCUSSION OR FLINT
.50 and .54 cal.

A new Hawken that has
been designed specifically for
the maxi ball. Some of the more
outstanding features are the stain-
less steal insert which reduces the
size of the chamber, a popular
British Traget Rifle concept. Our
famous Navy precision-rifled pre-
straightened (TM) octagonal
barrel. It also features an
American Walnut stock,
solid brass furniture and
dbl. set triggers. Available
“as a kit or finished rifle
in both .50 and .54
il caliber.

The

Mountain
Man’s Choice

The .36
caliber Classic

Twister Kit is one

of our most popu-
lar models and of-
fers the do-it-your-
selfer the finest quality
construction money can
buy. Complete instruc-
tions for easy assembly
as well as care and firing
are included.

‘America’s First L
Revolving Firearm

Americas
first double-
action pistol
brought to
you in a

quality,

complete,
THE $ easy con-
ETHAN ALLAN struction
PEPPERBOX

kit.

The above guns are
also available totally
finished. 5ee them at your
favorite sporting goods
department today.

Send $2.00 for 25th Anniversary
5 Color Catalog

&85 NAVY ARMS CO.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

This issue concludes Elmer’s article on
“Saddle Gun Packing.” In this month’s in-
stallment, he discusses his preferred meth-
ods of packing rifles and handguns for
sporting or law enforcement uses.

Early on, I learned the northwest posi-
tion, used by about all Montanans at that
time. That method was to sling the rifle on
the near or left side. Run the forward scab-
bard strap through the fork on the saddle
and the rear scabbard strap can be run
through a rear latigo keeper or a loop tied
in the cantle string. This position allows
the rifle to be carried, sights up, along the
barrel of a horse. If he goes down for some
reason, or is floundering through a bog
hole, the rifle is out of the way of his feet

*By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

and is least apt to be damaged. If it is a
gentle horse, the rifle can be slung under
the stirrup leather; but if the horse is a
bronc or riding rough country, I like to slip
the scabbard between the stirrup leathers.
Thus your weight on the stirrup also holds
the rifle in one position. You can ride a
hard bucking horse and still keep your rifle
in place. It does not pound the horse and
when you jump off you can quickly reach
your rifle. Also, you can draw it easily
while still in the saddle. No other position
suits me, or most of the old-timers I know.
The rifle is -best protected in this position
if a horse goes down. When you get off a
horse and tie him up or drop the reins, al-
ways take your rifle with you, as the horse
may want to roll and get that sweaty sad-
dle off his back with disastrous results to

the rifle.
Horses are also prone to rub against
continued on page 12
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weight

12 |1.09 oz.

Brenneke Slugs are

16 |0.95 oz. available in all
3-gauges for
20 |0.85 oz. reloading.

1 your dealer is not stocking the
Rottweil- Brenneke, have him call
or write us today.
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I had them made with a glove fastener and
a long safety strap to go over the gun. The
strap is long enough so that it can be folded
back under the gun belt if quick use of the
gun is needed. When riding a bronc or fish-
ing, the strap ensures that the gun stays put
where you want it. Today we mostly ride
gas burners and short guns are in order so
they won’t project down in the car seat and
raise your belt.

Milt Sparks and I redesigned Hank
Sloan’s old FBI holster by tipping the gun
butt forward and eliminating the closed
bottom that only caught leaves and dirt
and made the holster longer. Sloan’s loose
fillet below the triggerguard can be pushed
in for any desired tension and locked by
the big lock screw, which ensures any ten-
sion you want on the gun with no safety
straps needed. I remember the old holsters
made by the late Capt. A.H. Hardy. I have
one he made for me for a 4%-inch Single
Action Colt. In the top front of the holster
he sewed a narrow strap of light leather
just wide enough to go in the cut of the

car. When transportation was largely hay
burners you could carry anything from a
four- to a 7'-inch barreled gun on a gun-
belt, but now the horse days involve long
guns except for pack trips in the high coun-
try or isolated ranches throughout the
country. In the old days I never knew any
cowpokes who carried their guns halfway
down their legs as presently seen in so
many movies. John Wayne carried a six-
gun as most of us did, and it’s still the best
for gunbelt holsters. Crossdraw is some-
thing else and many of the old timers liked
a gun in a crossdraw holster, particularly
if they were roping heavy cattle. I used to
slide my gun around to the left side when
doing heavy roping, so the rope would not
snag the gun.

John Emmett Berns and I designed the
upsidedown shoulder holster for short
guns. It is very fast for a shoulder holster
as the gun butt is in position to grasp and
a quick draw is possible. It is one of the
best methods for concealing a short gun

continued on page 16







